Maritime folk music by Osborn, Cheryl
I t  was a p r i v i l e g e  and a  p leasure  f o r  the  capac i ty  audience of  
CAML members, CLA members and Sackv i l l e  r e s i d e n t s  t o  hear the eminent 
Canadian f o l k l o r i s t ,  D r .  Helen Creighton of  Dartmouth, Nova S c o t i a ,  
speak on Maritime fo lk  music. 
D r .  Creighton began by acknowledging her  long and cher i shed  
a s s o c i a t i o n  with Mount Al l i son  Univers i ty ,  impressing on the  audience 
e s p e c i a l l y  t he  gold mine of  ma te r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t he  Mount A l l i son  
f o l k  l o r e  a rch ives .  
She then unfolded the  f a s c i n a t i n g  saga of  her  f o l k l o r i s t i c  adventures.  
D r .  Creighton stumbled onto her  ca ree r  a s  a  f o l k l o r i s t  while i n  s ea rch  
o f  p i r a t e  legends f o r  a magazine assignment. She became aware of t h e  
f o l k  songs and legcnds of o ld  Nova S c o t i a ,  and r e a l i z e d  t h a t  no th ing  
w a s  wr i t t en  down anywhere, and t h a t  t h e  s i n g e r s  were ca r ry ing  t h e  o r a l  
t r a d i t i o n  with them t o  t h e i r  graves.  And s o ,  D r .  Creighton determined 
t o  remedy the  s i t u a t i o n .  
She began c o l l e c t i n g  songs and legends from a l l  over Nova S c o t i a .  
I n  the  days befor13 the  tape  r eco rde r ,  the  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  m a t e r i a l  
w a s  a long and arduous task .  The advent of  the  tape  r eco rde r  marked a 
milestone i n  t he  development of  t h i s  phase of  a c t i v i t y .  The r e c i t e r s  
and s i n g e r s  were a t  f i r s t  somewhat daunted by the  "new-fangled machine", 
but  l a t e r  became ob l iv ious  of i ts  presence. 
D r .  Creighton then r e l a t e d  var ious  anecdotes of  how she  came t o  
know the  performers.  She f r equen t ly  found i t  expedient t o  approach the  ..--..; 
women f i r s t  i n  order  t o  become acquainted with the  family and t o  exp la in  
the  purpose of  her  v i s i t a t i o n .  She was then f r e e  t o  r eques t  t h e  men t o  
s i n g  o r  t e l l  s t o r i e s .  Frequent ly , the  family h i s t o r y  and t h e  background 
of t he  Local s e t t l emen t  were e luc ida t ed  a s  wel l .  It w a s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  
l e a r n  t h a t  i nva r i ab ly  the  men kept  a l i v e  t h e  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  and performed 
f o r  Or. Creighton. Over t he  yea r s ,  she made many f i rm f r i e n d s h i p s  wi th  
t h e  people she encountered on her  f o l k l o r e  journeys. 
The playing of  var ious  t apes  of musical examples of  the  folksongs 
which D r .  Creighton c o l l e c t e d ,  inc luding  t h e  famous "Farewell  t o  Nova 
Scot ia" ,  and the  p re sen ta t ion  of  many s l i d e s  of t he  r e c i t e r s  and s i n g e r s ,  
t h e i r  f ami l i e s ,  and t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  which followed added much t o  t h e  
aud ience ' s  understanding of  D r .  Cre ighton ' s  work and t h e i r  enjoyment of  
her t a l k .  I n  the  ga ther ing  gloom of  dusk, D r .  Creighton concluded, 
app ropr i a t e ly ,  with a ghost s t o r y .  
The aftt:rnoon w a s  most i n t e r e s t i n g  and i l l umina t ing .  I t  w a s  a f i r s t  
ellcounter with source m a t e r i a l  and with the  t r i b u l a t i o n s  and t h e  rewards 
involved i n  t h e  ga ther ing  of such d a t a  f o r  many of  t he  audience present .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t he  tenuous hold which contemporary s o c i e t y  has on its 
f o l k l o r i s t i c  h e r i t a g e  w a s  amply demonstrated. Dr. Creighton has been 
honoureu throughout the  land  f o r  her magnificent con t r ibu t ion  towards 
the  preserva t ion  of t h i s  h e r i t a g e ;  her  t a l k  i n  S a c k v i l l e  was a though t fu l  
and evocat ive p o r t r a i t  o f  t h i s  con t r ibu t ion .  
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